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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

October 21, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on October 21, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor and Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the October 14, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.
Commissioners approved voucher #28744-28745 from the following accounts:


General



2221.37
Road




  158.04

Noxious Weed



    60.35


Co. Health



1034.64


Appraiser



  428.52   


Solid Waste



   16.03


EMS




  648.63


TOTAL


        $ 4,567.58 

Commissioners approved Payroll #21 for $85,150.91.
Pennington and Mogan asked commissioners for road requests.  The commissioners discussed the following:
1. Sasse discussed several road requests including H Road.  
2. Pennington reported that the truckers will begin hauling rock today.

3. Pennington reported that there is still very little action that can be taken to repair potholes or reduce dust on the roads because of the lack of rain.
4. Pennington reviewed the Federal Allotment distribution funds received.  Pennington provided a report on the funds and reported on reimbursements year to date.  
5. Pennington reviewed the fuel allotted for the landfill.  Pennington agreed to reimburse the landfill for the #2 fuel left and the landfill will purchase #1 fuel that they need from Midway Co-op in Lebanon.  Commissioners agreed to the adjustments made in this way.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Tucker discussed crushing concrete.  Tucker received an estimate for $40,000.  Sasse discussed charging for concrete that is not “clean”. 
2. Pickel asked Tucker about contacting a local resident about the wind policy.

Gary Arment, Leland Rahjes, Leonard Rahjes, Roger Rust, Milton Detwiler, Mark Kuhlmann, Ron Rahjes, Dennis Beckmann, Ron Morgan and Jim Coash joined the meeting.  Roger Allen called the hearing for the road closing on F Road and 180 Road to order at 10:00 a.m. Allen asked for public comments concerning the road closing.  Ron Rahjes asked about if it was necessary to close the road.  Rahjes did not believe that an adjacent land owner had complained as stated in the public notice.  Wolters contacted Woods to see if they had an officially filed complaint.  Woods indicated that the wording in the public was a standard notice used for road closing publication.
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Commissioners asked Wolters to contact the county attorney for more information.  Rust discussed the problems created for the land owners if the road is closed.   Pennington asked about the cause of the water erosion at this location.  Rust stated that he feels the cement bridge caused the problem because it created a pond behind his dike.   Rust reported that he cut a hole in his dike to relieve the water back-up.   Allen asked Pennington to discuss a possible solution to fill the hole.  Pennington reported that the engineer has designed a plan to put rock layers back to avoid future erosion.   Leland Rahjes asked if our solution would comply with SCS office regulations.  Pennington indicated that the county does not have the same regulations as individual land owners.  Allen stated that the main concern for the county is the high cost of the project and the lack of funds available.   Arment discussed his opinion on the original design problems with the bridge.  Leland Rahjes asked about replacing the bridge as a low water bridge.   Sasse repeated that funding is the major obstacle.  Ron Rahjes asked for a project estimate.   Sasse reported on a conversation that she had with the county engineer indicating that the cost will exceed $200,000.00; but, stated that she does not have actual cost documentation.  Leland Rahjes indicated that they were not requesting to fill the entire hole.  His request was to move dirt to make a slope into the hill.  Pennington indicated that if the county used Federal Allotment dollars to repair the hole, then the engineer’s recommendations must be followed.    Ron Rahjes asked about using Federal Allotment money and the actual cost to the county if the amount of the money was $180,000.00.  Pennington indicated that it will require a 10% match if Federal Funds are used.   Coash, Prairie Land Electric, indicated that the power lines at this location were major lines connecting power to Phillips County.    Ron Rahjes asked about additional safety issues created when river crossing lines are used.  Coash asked if the commissioners received his letter detailing the corrections requested.  Commissioners stated that they have reviewed the letter. Allen indicated that due to the amount of concerns addressed in this hearing, he was willing to attempt to fix the problems at this location and not close the road.  Sasse indicated that she was willing to use Federal Allotment funds but wished to have the money spread county wide.  Leland Rahjes asked about money spent in the past at this time.  Allen stated that no person on the Board of County Commissioners has knowledge of the bridge repairs completed in the 1970’s.  Ron Morgan stated that he hoped the county would fix the hole if possible.  Sasse made a motion not to close the road at F & 180 Roads at this time and to continue to pursue finding a solution to repair the location.  Dale Pickel seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Sasse asked about clarification on providing the dirt for the project.  Rust asked about putting the house and silo into the hole.  Pennington stated that only organic matter can be put into the whole.  Sasse asked about the shed located at the north side of the hole.  Pickel asked about the timing of the project start date.  No date was given at this time.   Rust told the Prairie Land representatives that they can have an easement for putting poles on his property.  Pennington said that as soon as the commissioners approved the start date he can begin the process.

All individuals left the meeting except Detwiler. 

Milton Detwiler asked the commissioners about a tube on E Road between 200 & 210 Roads.  Pennington agreed to view this area for correction.  
Chris Jones joined the meeting and reported that he was spraying roads and presented a survey required for KDSA of randomly selected sections of land for noxious weed survey in the county.
Kelly Leister, BCBSKs representative, joined the meeting and discussed renewal rates.  Leister discussed the shortage in the Smith County reserve.  Leister indicated that the county has a 6% increase due to the reserve held by BCBSKs.  Leister provided costs for different plans.  Leister asked commissioners to review the information and contact her if or when a decision is made.
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James Dean joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Dean asked again about the bookkeeping entry for the $15,500.00 allotted for the purchase of a vehicle.  Wolters verified that the current reports are showing an expenditure that was actually taken back to last year’s expenditures by the auditor.

2. Dean asked about retaining spending authority on all fees collected by the sheriff’s department.  Allen asked about contacting the county accountant to establish his views on the fees collected.  Commissioners agreed to contact Ken Beran, CPA to ask his opinion.

3. Dean reported that the sheriff’s department will be upgrading handguns.   Pickel asked what would be done with the old guns.  Dean indicated that they would prefer to allow the employee to purchase their gun at the current trade-in price.  Allen indicated that he wished to do some additional research on the gun purchases.
4. Dean reported that they are waiting for NexTech to renew a cable contract for the jail.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.









_____________________________






 


Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________  
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


