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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

November 4, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on November 4, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor and Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the October 28, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.
Commissioners approved Payroll#22 for $85432.12.
Bob Wagner joined the meeting and discussed signing an easement for bridge repair in Martin Twp. Wagner also discussed putting a tube at this location or channel on his land to eliminate two bridges between section 20 & 29 in Martin Twp.  Commissioners agreed to discuss the removal of the bridges with Pennington.

Pickel indicated that repairs were needed on the bridge located at 160 & M Roads.

Pennington discussed the following:

1. Pennington reviewed bridge #113 and discussed the sufficiency rating.  Pennington reported that we will put a tube in at this location.

2. Pennington reported that the road department employees have gone for three months with no workman’s compensation claims.  They will have a hamburger feed to congratulate them for their efforts.
3. Pennington reported on a tube replacement at 240 & L Rd.
4. Pickel reported that the county can get additional concrete boulders from the City of Kensington.

5. Sasse asked about annual employee evaluations.

6. Pennington reported that the final FEMA bridge project is near completion.

7. Pennington reported that they have completed road maintenance ½ mile west of 290 & K Roads.

8. Mogan asked commissioners about using the concrete at Kensington.  Commissioners directed the road department to use the excess concrete at the landfill before using the concrete at Kensington.

Pickel shared the changes made in the Legislative Policy Statement at KAC concerning funding for Public Health, Mortgage Registration Fees and Tax Appeals.

Commissioners agreed to meet on Tuesday, November 12, 2013 for the regular meeting of the county commission due to the Veteran’s Day holiday observed on Monday.   

Tucker joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Tucker asked about using a road department employee at the landfill November 6 & November 14.  Commissioners approved having Kattenberg at the landfill for those days.
2. Tucker reported that he will be gone to training this week.  Tucker reported that he will also take additional time off from November 14-16.
3. Tucker reported that Penco Engineering measured the current landfill levels to establish compliance.
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4. Tucker discussed a transfer station.  Tucker indicated that it will cost about $60 per ton if the service from the landfill in Topeka picks up the recycled trash.  If the county would haul the recycled trash to Topeka it will be $25 per ton plus the cost of transporting the recycled trash.  Tucker indicated that the cost of using the Hamm Enterprise service to process would be approximately $234,000.00 per year.  

Commissioners were unable to attend the meeting with Sam Brownback, Governor due to scheduling problems.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed replacing locks on some of the EMS building doors.  Eastes asked for any additional topics that the commissioners wish to discuss.  Allen asked about using Kenneth Pennington.  Eastes reported that Pennington was back to work.

Eastes also reported that they had a Communications Board meeting on October 29, 2013.  Eastes had no new topics to discuss.  

Wolters reported that she was contacted by Karen Cole, CVB Board Chairman.  Cole indicated that Irene Baumann wished to resign her position on the board.  Cole indicated that they would like to recommend appointing Garoleen Wilson to the board to fill Baumann’s seat.  Commissioners agreed to accept the resignation from Irene Baumann and wished to withhold appointing a new member until an official recommendation is made by the CVB Board in writing.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman reported that the health fair was held on Saturday and they gave 34 flu shots.  Hageman reported that the health department has provided over 400 flu shots since the end of September.

2. Hageman reported that Harvey Knoll provided additional information on the roof repairs at the health department.

3. Hageman reported that she made an appointment to have an additional vendor make an estimate on the awning repair at the health department.  Hageman asked the commissioners for direction.  Commissioners instructed Hageman to contact the additional vendor and see if he wants to be included in the bid process.  If he does not then she should contact the lowest bidder.
4. Wolters asked about keeping the part time position for the office manager in the Health Department as is until the end of the year or until adequate training can be provided for the new employee.  Commissioners agreed to allow Hageman to continue to use Stehno part time until a replacement can be found and trained or until December 31, 2013.
Chad Meyer, Margaret Doxey, and Bruce Lehman joined the meeting.  Commissioners asked Meyer if he wished to accept the Director or Communications position.  Lehman stated that he wished to commend Doxey for her excellent service and the standard of excellence that Doxey has established for the communications department.  Lehman also stated that he was pleased to have someone with Meyer’s qualifications as Director of Communications.  Lehman left the meeting. A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Pickel to pay the same wage as Doxey’s current wage of $12.24 per hour and appoint Meyer as Director of Communications.  Motion carried unanimously. Meyer accepted the appointment. 
Commissioners discussed hiring an additional employee. Doxey stated that she has an application from a qualified applicant to fill the position left when she leaves.   Commissioners agreed to allow Doxey and Meyer to interview the applicant and make a hiring decision.   
Doxey returned and reported that the interview was complete and introduced Loren Hodge to the commissioners.  
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Wolters asked about the landfill farm lease.  Commissioners agreed to do some additional research for rental pricing of farm land.
Bruce Lehman and James Dean joined the meeting and discussed the resale of county owned guns.  Pickel reported that the commissioners have checked the prices for used guns similar to the county guns.  Pickel suggested $450.00 for sale to employees or stated that they would be receptive to taking sealed bids.  Lehman indicated that he felt $450.00 was an acceptable price.

Commissioners agreed to meet for a work session meeting on Thursday, November 7, 2013 with Alicia Strother and Julie Yarmer, Freedoms Claims Management, to review the insurance bids received from several additional companies.  

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

