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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

December 2, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on December 2, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, and Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the November 25, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.
Commissioners approved official holidays for 2014.  

Commissioners approved Payroll #24 for $86,972.83.
Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:
1. Sasse asked Pennington about the maintenance request that all commissioners received on Thanksgiving Day from Rhonda Overmiller for maintenance on S Road.  Pennington reported that he sent Fritz out to work on the road on Friday but wished to have the commissioners know that this will be paid at holiday pay rate since Friday is a holiday for county employees.   The work was completed.   Allen reported that Overmiller called and thanked the commissioners after Fritz completed the work.
2. Allen asked about maintenance on 180 Road between Z & AA Roads.
3. Allen also asked about bridge maintenance on 170 Road between Y & Z Roads.

4. Pickel discussed the bridge at 220 & O Roads.  Allen said if someone continues to remove the barricades they will need to remove the bridge. 

Gene Jones joined the meeting.

Commissioners contacted Brandon Mann, KWORCC Safety Inspector, per his request.  Mann discussed the violation of no guard on the drill press.  Mann expressed his concern to the commissioners about the behavior of the road department employee he met at the road barn.   Mann explained that a safety officer is required to be on site.   Commissioners discussed correcting the violations.  Jones reported that he has ordered a grill/chuck guard for the drill press.  Commissioners instructed Pennington to check about correcting the violation at the road barn.  Commissioners asked Wolters about corrections for the courthouse.  Wolters agreed to contact the repairmen for the items listed.
Commissioners approved journal entries.

Commissioners approved two longevity increases.

Commissioners approved 7 added and abated tax statements.

Commissioners signed a letter of appointment for Randy Hill on the High Plains Mental Health Board as the Smith County’s representative to the board.
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Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and asked about topics for discussion.  Roger Allen discussed the meeting with Marvin Kugler on December 9, 2013 to discuss farm rental prices for 2014.  Tucker asked commissioners if they had investigated prices for farm rental property.  Allen said the commissioners have not agreed on a price but each commissioner has been investigating prices.   
Tucker also discussed the road out of the landfill pit.  Tucker indicated that the road will take part of the farm land in the future.   










Allen asked Tucker to come to the meeting at 11:00 a.m. next week so he can participate in the discussion.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Eastes reported that one unit is being repaired at Kingsbury’s.

2. Eastes reported that he received verification in writing that the replacement vehicle from the City of Newton, will be available for Smith County to purchase as a replacement ambulance.
3. Eastes reported that Ethan Eastes and Alex Snyder have passed the state paramedic test.  Eastes reported that now there will be at least one paramedic on each EMS crew.  

Dale Pickel made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to extend the number of credit cards which can be issued with a maximum limit of $1000.00 per card up to 35 cards.  Motion carried unanimously.
Commissioners approved an added price of $750.00 for open records requests for shape files only.  Commissioners also authorized departments with mapping information to negotiate map information sharing in-lieu-of charging for the records exchanged.
Pennington rejoined the meeting and discussed some additional projects and asked commissioners about their opinion on projects presently being completed.

Ron Wolfe joined the meeting and asked for additional rock/gravel on B Road between 80 & 90 Roads in Swan Twp.   Wolfe also stated that the road needs additional shoulder work.

Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman introduced Alison Boyle, the new book keeper for the Health Department.

2. Hageman discussed replacing the awning.  Commissioners instructed Hageman to hire the lowest bidder if they can complete the job in a reasonable amount of time.

3. Hageman asked about painting the first step directly outside the west door of the courthouse.  Wolters reported that the custodian has been instructed to put safety paint on the step when she returns to work.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Sasse to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 10:45 a.m. till 11:00 a.m. Also in the session was Chad Meyer.  Regular session reconvened at 11:00 a.m.  Commissioners authorized Meyer to hire a substitute part time person for the communications department to cover for employees who are absent.
Meyer reported that he did not feel that the replacement table for the computer was going to work, so he will be returning the computer wall mount.   Meyer also reported that he will be purchasing an additional computer for communications that will allow them to download the maps created by JR Rice.  Commissioners approved the purchase.   
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Gerard Michaud, Developmental Services of North West Kansas, joined the meeting and updated the commissioners on state funding for the developmental services provided in Smith County by DSNWKs.  Michaud reported that no increase has been funded by the state.   Michaud also reported on current legislation that may affect the developmental services and funding in the future including the state audit.  Michaud reviewed annual statistical reports.   Michaud asked the commissioners to continue to use their “voice” to influence the legislators to make choices that are best for the local residence and for local tax payers.
Wolters discussed Optional Group Life coverage available to KPERS members.  No action was taken at this time.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Roger Allen, Chairman
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Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________  
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

