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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

January 26, 2015
The County Commissioners met in regular session on January 26, 2015 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Denise Sasse, Roger Allen and Dale Pickel.   Also present was Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the January 20, 2015 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested her signature. 
Commissioners reviewed and approved Payroll #2 for $100,484.68.

Wolters asked commissioners about holiday pay for part time employees.  Commissioners agreed to review the policy and clarify it in the revised employee manual that Austin Peters is working on.  Wolters agreed to follow the rules as stated in the current policy for part-time people.
Commissioners approved voucher #31187-31229 from the following accounts:


General

 
3422.71

Health


  793.85
 
 

Appraiser
 
           20816.00

EMS Memorial
 
      
6470.19

Solid Waste


2097.83

EMS


2830.33

 
Health Care Sales Tax
                                         54904.83

Next Gen 911


  432.53

Total

$       91,768.27       
Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, discussed the following  
1. Allen reported that Lon Seaman asked to have the county build up the south side of Y & 280 Roads.

2. Fritz discussed moving tree branches at 60 Road and E Road.  

3. Fritz discussed the drainage on O Road north of 50 Road.  Fritz agreed to clean the county ROW but reported that we will not work off the county ROW. 

4. Fritz discussed completing rock maintenance on 265 Road between K & M Roads.
5. Sasse asked about tree maintenance at 300 Road between L & M Roads. 









 
Burke Phelps joined the meeting and thanked the commissioners for the opportunity that he has had to serve on the Smith County Memorial Hospital Board.  Phelps indicated that he will be submitting his resignation and will serve until the new member can be appointed.   Commissioners expressed regrets and thanked Phelps for his participation.   Commissioners asked Phelps for any recommendations that he may have for a replacement.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Tucker provided personnel evaluations for the landfill employee files.  Tucker asked about appointing a back-up person when he is absent.  Pickel made a motion and Allen seconded it to appoint Girard Kirnie as Assistant Landfill Supervisor and increase his wages $1.00 per hour.  Motion carried unanimously.
2. Tucker reported that there were no wind closings at this time.
3. Tucker discussed recertification for the HHW employees.  

4. Tucker reported that it will be necessary to measure the elevation of the trash in order to evaluate the need to move the trash pile.

Randy Schamp joined the meeting.
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Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Eastes discussed replacing fuel injectors for one of the ambulance units.  

2. Eastes reported that the Kansas Board of EMS inspector has visited the EMS facility.  No major violations were found.
3. Eastes reported that the employee responsible for bill collections has returned to light duty work.

4. Eastes reported that he has a part-time person who wishes to accept the full time position.  Commissioners approved the change of status for the employee.
Commissioners signed two abatements for the City of Smith Center specials taxes.

Schamp reported that the subpoenas issued for the earlier hearing will be in place for the hearing to be held February 4, 2015, at 9:00 a.m.  Schamp asked the commissioners about reaching a settlement prior to the hearing.  Commissioners asked Owen, County Attorney, to join the meeting.  Commissioners and Owen discussed the remedy available.   Commissioners indicated that they wished to proceed with the hearing and allow the judge to determine the process allowed by law.  Owen indicated that the hearing will be as scheduled.
Schamp and Owen left the meeting.

Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Meyer reported that the new 911 equipment is installed and working.

2. Meyer reported that there is a method to retrieve all information needed.

3. Meyer reported that during the implementation of the system, he discovered that the county has been paying a NexTech line fee for a 911 line that was not in use.   Commissioners agreed to authorize Meyer to order those lines to be disconnected.

4. Meyer asked about selling the phones.   Wolters asked if the commissioners would allow her to replace the phones in her office if the phones were compatible with our courthouse system.  Commissioners agreed to allow the communications phones to be transferred to the clerk’s office if they are compatible.

5. Meyer asked about the bell system in the law enforcement building.  Meyer said the warning bell for the sheriff’s office had to be disconnected in order to implement the new technology in the dispatch area.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman reported that someone has sprayed graffiti on the back of the health department building.  Commissioners asked Fritz if he has someone who can paint over the graffiti.  Fritz agreed to attempt to get the graffiti painted.

2. Hageman reported that the LEPC meeting will be held February 6 at noon.
As there was no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.
Roger Allen, Dale Pickel, Sharon Wolters and Mitch Fritz attended the Multi-County meeting in Esbon, Kansas.  Sherry Koster reported on the current financial standing of the 7 County Sanitation Group. Topics discussed were landfill recycling programs, purchase agreements, veteran’s grave markers, state funding for bridge replacement and personnel policy and manuals.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk. 

