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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

November 23, 2020

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on November 23, 2020 in the County Commissioners’ Room. Present
were Commissioners Art Befort, Roger Allen, and Tom James. Also present were Ashley Maxwell, Deputy Clerk and
Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

Allen opened the meeting with prayer.

Commissioners approved the agenda for the November 23, 2020 meeting.

Commissioners revised, approved, and signed the November 16, 2020 minutes.

Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Commissioners approved payroll #24 for $113,430.13.

Commissioners approved voucher #42020-42071 for the following accounts:

General $ 6,488.23
Road & Bridge $17,206.97
Noxious Weed $ 109.12
Health $15,706.59
Appraiser $ 150.57
EMS Grant $ 4,012.97
Solid Waste $ 3,350.57
EMS $ 2,854.94
Health Care Sales Tax $17,166.60
Health Reserve $ 160.25
Next Gen. E911 $ 165.00
TOTAL $67,371.81

Commissioners and Fritz discussed the following:

1. James stated Kerry Ferguson contacted him and thanked the County for the work completed on G Rd and 70 Rd.
James also reminded him of the flagging on A Rd and B Rd from 30 Rd to 40 Rd that still needs to be completed.

2. James discussed the tree work done on I Rd from 100 Rd to 70 Rd.

3. Fritz discussed the mulcher and stated that occasionally the mulcher overheats. Foley Equipment will be coming up
to pressure test the machine.

4. Befort discussed the Dollar General purchase of candy for the road department. Fritz stated it was for the trick or
treaters that come to the courthouse.

5. Befort discussed some previous requests for road maintenance. Fritz stated he hasn’t had a chance to meet those
individuals yet.

6. Befort discussed the bridge #121 located at 70 Rd between DD Rd and EE Rd. Penco Engineering is working on
some options for that bridge.

7. Allen stated he received a call from Marvin Shipley asking if the County can come and smooth off some rock piles so
he is able to farm the land on 110 Rd and DD Rd. Fritz stated that rock pit was closed in 2012. Commissioners asked
Fritz to look at this location.

8. Allen asked about the tube previously request on 30 Rd. Fritz stated he hasn’t made it up to that location yet.

Fritz discussed the KDOT Cost Share grant on P Rd from Hwy 36 to the cemetery. The estimated County costs will
be $155,000.00 and the City’s costs will be $25,000.00. Fritz stated the costs are strictly estimates. Befort discussed
the costs and what the regular road dept can handle out of their budget.
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9. Fritz stated the drive shaft broke in the little CAT loader. Fritz stated he has an idea of how to fix it for a reasonable
cost.

10. Fritz asked about the sick leave related to COVID-19. Commissioners agreed to pay employees who are quarantined
by the health department or test positive with COVID-19 and are isolated. Any other illness will require employees to
utilize their sick leave and if an employee is off for at least 3 consecutive days, a doctor’s release note is required to
return to work.

11. Fritz stated he has employees who have been helping David Tucker at the landfill.

Fritz left the meeting.

Commissioner’s signed a longevity wage increase for one employee.
Chairman Allen signed the Joint Tenancy Quit Claim Deed for the parking lot across from the old clinic.

Commissioners discussed the drop box request from Judge Pratt for District Court use. Commissioners visited with Judge
Pratt via telephone about which door is best to place the drop box. Judge Pratt and the Commissioners agreed to make
arrangements for a drop box for the district court and ask the state for reimbursement.

Art Befort previously contacted Justeen Benoit, NWKSP& D, in regard to the grant Smith County received previously for
businesses in Smith County. Currently the State is still in the review process and there isn’t a timeline as to when the
County will receive the money for disbursement.

Maxwell presented the Commissioners with a request from Patty Frazier for Christmas decorations. Commissioners
approved the request.

Commissioners signed added and abated tax statements.

Commissioners discussed the multi-county meeting which was to be held in person on December 7, 2020. The meeting
will not be held in person, but virtually beginning at 10:30 a.m. on that day.

Sheena Dallmann, joined the meeting to discuss the following:

1. Dallmann discussed the December holiday schedule. Commissioners approved closing the Wellness Center to
walk in customers on December 26, 2020. The keyless entry will still work for those that wish to use the facility.

2. Dallmann told the Commissioners she is currently advertising for 2 positions at the Wellness Center. She will
continue to take applications for another week. Currently the Wellness Center is short volunteers due to COVID-
19 exposure. Commissioners approved allowing Dallmann to keep the Wellness Center open during regular
business hours even if a volunteer is not present at all times.

3. Dallmann discussed the “kid’s room” at the Wellness Center. For insurance purposes the committee will set the
room up to guidelines required by KCAMP.

4. The Wellness Center committee will be doing a promotion for December and January. The committee is still
working on plans for the old pool room.

Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting.

Dallmann left the meeting.

Meyer, discussed the Governor’s executive order for masks. Commissioners informed Meyer they will be having a
discussion in regard to the order at 10:30 this morning. Meyer requested Maxwell send him the decision made, so he

could forward it to KDEM. Meyer also discussed the awareness of suicide/mental health. He published the suicide
hotline number in the newspaper. Meyer reported he has training scheduled on December 10, 2020 for the dispatchers.
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Maxwell visited with Meyer about the antenna and coax KDOT has on their building. KDOT has offered the antenna and
coax to the County, with the removal at the expense of the County. Meyer will contact Vance Scott with VLS about the
need for the antenna and costs related to removal, if it is beneficial.

Laura Hageman, County Health Nurse, joined the meeting and Tabitha Owen, County Attorney, joined via Zoom.
Commissioners asked Owen to discuss where we are with the Executive Order 20-68 released by Governor Kelly. Owen
advised the Commissioners that if the Commissioners don’t do anything, the Order released by Governor Kelly would
take effect here in Smith County as well. The County has the authority to do what they feel is best for Smith County. If
the Commissioners would like to opt out, on the record, it has to be stated that implementation of the order is not
necessary to protect the public health and safety of those within Smith County. Commissioners also have the option to
pass an order with equal or more restrictive guidelines. Commissioners felt they would need to have the County Health
Officer and other medical professionals present to make that determination. Hageman stated from the Health Department
standpoint, she would like to follow the order, as she feels the calls she is receiving are businesses looking for guidance on
what to do.

Owen left the meeting.
Commissioners discussed the order further with Laura Hageman.

Commissioners voted 2-1 to follow Governor Kelly’s Executive Order 20-68. James voted against it. Commissioner will
discuss this topic again on December 7, 2020 at 8:00 a.m.

Hageman left the meeting.

Chris Jones joined the meeting. Commissioners discussed chemical purchases. Jones stated he had recently placed an
order.

As there was no further business the meeting was adjourned.
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