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October 24, 2022

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on October 24, 2022, in the County Commissioner’s
room. Present were Commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Kurt Ifland. Also present were Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk and Gary Baetz, Blade Foreman, Chris Bailey, Undersheriff and Patrick Eastes, EMS Director.
Commissioners approved the agenda for the October 24, 2022, meeting.

Commissioners approved and signed the October 17, 2022, minutes.

Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Commissioners approved voucher #10437-#10490 and wires for the following accounts:

General $ 8,137.87
Road & Bridge $155,137.26
Noxious Weed $ 130.56
Health $ 808.41
Appraiser $ 165.44
EMS Grant $ 1,619.97
Solid Waste $ 3,485.37
EMS $ 4,668.31
Special Alcohol Fund $ 108.45
Health Care Sales Tax $ 1,163.78
Next Gen. E911 $ 2,675.00
TOTAL $178,100.42

Commissioners approved payroll #22 for $116,531.29.

Bailey visited with the Commissioners about the communications meeting that was held on Oct. 18", Bailey
shared with the Commissioners the amount of ARPA funds that are available. Bailey stated he would be
scheduling an additional meeting with the emergency personnel departments to discuss the 800 mghz radios.
Ifland also discussed the need to appoint someone to the North Central Kansas Homeland Security Council.
Bailey stated he will contact Debbie Hays and visit with her about the necessary time needed to attend the
meetings. Bailey stated he will return at 10:30 today with Margaret Doxey.

Eastes stated he didn’t have anything to report but was checking in with the Commissioners.

Gary Baetz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Pickel asked about the tree grinder. Baetz stated they are working on 10 Rd.

2. Baetz stated the blade men are out doing what they can with the weather and harvest.

3. Ifland stated the tree grinder needs to be moved back down to the Southern part of the county after
they complete the projects on 10 Rd. Allen stated they have never finished an area before they
have needed to move on.

4. Baetz stated there are some dozer projects they will need to address.

5. Baetz discussed Q Rd, going South of 30 Rd. Baetz stated he has filled the hole multiple times, but
the water continually washes it away. Baetz stated the fence will have to be removed before the
roadway can be fixed. Baetz stated if this area is not addressed the bridge will be lost.

6. Ifland asked about the bridge crew. Baetz stated they are working on the bridge at AA Rd between
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140 Rd and 150 Rd.

7. Allen asked about tube availability. Baetz stated they always try to keep some in stock. Allen
stated he visited with a company in Hutchinson at KAC that makes tubes. Allen will share the
information with Mitch at the next meeting.

8. Ifland discussed the need for water on the roadways. Ifland asked about the possibility of hauling
water for a couple days and see if that makes a difference. Baetz feels the best solution now is to
windrow the powder.

Chad and Arlene Ratliff joined the meeting and discussed the ditch on I Rd between 100 Rd and 110 Rd.
Ratliff stated there are some tree stumps that need to be removed to allow the water to drain into the ditch.
Baetz will look at this location.

Ratliff’s left the meeting.

9. Allen discussed 110 Rd between Hwy 281 and DD Rd. Allen stated the individual that called him
stated the roadway was rough.

10. Ifland asked about machine maintenance. Baetz stated there are a couple blades with sensor codes,
but nothing major.

11. Ifland discussed 230 Rd between H Rd and J Rd. Ifland stated there is a hill that the water has ran
down the hill and made ditches in the roadway. Ifland asked for some patching in this area.

12. Allen asked about 60 Rd and P Rd. Baetz stated the crops have been removed at this point, but the
project has not been completed at this point.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Allen to convene in executive session for 20 minutes to
discuss non-elected personnel at 9:29 a.m. Motion carried unanimously. Also in the session was Gary
Baetz. No action was taken. Regular session reconvened at 9:49 a.m.

Baetz left the meeting.

Phillip Murrow and Kristy Stewart joined the meeting.

Murrow discussed the environmental acreage report. Murrow discussed the report with the State and they
gave no information. Murrow discussed the possibility of an inspection policy for wastewater permits.
Murrow stated we currently have an evaluation fee of $450.00 to locate the septic tank, laterals and/or lagoon.
Murrow left the meeting.

Stewart discussed the following:

1. Stewart discussed the CNA applicants. Stewart has 1 individual that is very interested in PRN
work. Stewart expressed her intentions of expanding the home health program. Stewart would like
to hire a full-time CNA along with a PRN CNA position.

Chris Bailey joined the meeting.

2. Stewart shared with the Commissioners that there will be a resource individual coming to the health
department on a regular basis. Stewart will also be looking into becoming certified to help
Medicare patients.

3. Stewart also discussed the pay of CNA positions. Currently the pay is under $13.00/hour. Stewart
would like to increase Carla Wilson’s pay to $15.00/hour and starting pay for the other CNA
position at $14.00/hour.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Allen to increase pay for Carla Wilson to $15.00 and
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starting pay for CNA position to $14.00. Motion carried unanimously.
Stewart left the meeting.

Edith McClain with Convention and Visitors Bureau joined the meeting and shared with the Commissioners
the Big Kansas Road Trip magazine from 2022 and a rack card for Jewell, Republic and Smith Counties that
will be distributed to promote these 3 counties during the Big Kansas Road Trip May 4-7, 2023.

Margaret Doxey joined the meeting.

McClain shared with the Commissioners that the Big Kansas Road Trip picks 3 counties each year. McClain
also shared with the Commissioners that they ask that you not do any big extra event during the specific dates.
They prefer you offer the same everyday experiences that are offered in your county on a regular basis.
McClain stated they have reached out to Dane G. Hansen for assistance with advertising.

McClain left the meeting.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session at 10:40 a.m. for 5
minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Motion carried unanimously. Also in the session was Ashley
Maxwell. No action was taken. Regular session reconvened at 10:43 a.m.

Doxey and Bailey rejoined the meeting.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Ifland to convene in executive session at 10:48 a.m. for 10
minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Motion carried unanimously. Also in the session was
Margaret Doxey, Chris Bailey and Ashley Maxwell. No action was taken. Regular session reconvened
at 10:55 a.m.

Joell Wagenblast joined the meeting and discussed the sink in the bathroom upstairs. The sink does not drain
well and it has been cleaned out numerous times. Wagenblast will contact Jared Kingsbury and ask to look at
the possibility of new pipes.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Pickel to appoint Amber Conaway to fulfill the remainder
of the term for Gary Jepson, which is January 2023. Motion carried unanimously.

Tabitha Owen joined the meeting.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Ifland to convene in executive session at 11:15 a.m. for 30
minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Motion carried unanimously. Also in the session was Tabitha
Owen and Ashley Maxwell. No action was taken. Regular session reconvened at 11:44 a.m.

Owen shared with the Commissioners that she was selected to represent Kansas nationally as a prosecutor and
will be attending conference in January.

Owen updated the Commissioners on the tax sale. Owen stated curtesy letters went out giving individuals
until 10/31/2022 to redeem. At that time, the next step in the process will take place.

The Commissioners are accepting sealed bids for the 2005 Dodge Dakota through November 7, 2022, at 9:00
a.m.

There will not be a commissioners’ meeting on November 14, 2022, due to 2 of the Commissic?z{s being
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