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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
July 10, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on July 10, 2023, in the County Commissioners’ room.
Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the minutes for the 7/3/2023
regular business meeting as amended. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the amended agenda. Motion
carried unanimously.

The Commissioners approved voucher #11485-#11553 and wires for the following accounts:

General $2 1281222
Road & Bridge $ 43,937.19
Noxious Weed $ 14,932.31
Health $ 4,264.17
Appraiser $ 553084
Solid Waste $:1:754:24
EMS $ 1,925.80
CVB $ 300.00
Health Care Sales Tax $§  924.54
Employee Benefits $ 21,990.76
Payroll Clearing $ 34.939.80
TOTAL $147,334.87

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Ifland asked Fritz if he had installed the tube for Jeff Ostmeyer on H Rd between 230 Rd
and 240 Rd. Fritz stated he had drove it but was unsure of where Ostmeyer wanted the
tube. Fritz will make contact with Ostmeyer.

2. [Ifland also discussed H Rd, from Hwy 9 South. Fritz stated the blade men are in that area
today.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting.

Stewart discussed the following:
1. Stewart stated the number of WIC clients continue to increase.
2. Stewart stated they are still steady with lab work.
3. Stewart informed the Commissioners that the health department will have a booth at the Smith
County Free Fair.
4. Stewart stated they are still working on the fine details for the Fun Fair that will be held on
August 5.
Stewart stated she will be attending the district meeting in Beloit this week.
6. Gwennap discussed the full-time status for employees requires 40 hours per week. Stewart
stated she will monitor her staff’s timesheets.
7. Gwennap asked about the amount of in-person contact daily. Stewart stated there is probably
an average of 5-10 people per day depending on what is on the schedule.
8. Stewart stated the health department plans to be at enrollment in Smith Center to assist with
vaccine look-up and vaccine scheduling.
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Stewart left the meeting.

Fritz and the Commissioners continued with:
3. Ifland noted Brad McCoy has been working on pulling ditches in areas where possible.
Fritz stated McCoy is going to be running the mulcher here soon, because his blade needs
the routine 5,000 hours service.
4. Ifland discussed G Rd and 265 Rd. Ifland stated this area needs to be patched.
5. Gwennap stated Fritz needs to keep encouraging the employees to work until 3:30 p.m.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session at 8:54 a.m.
for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel, potential employee. Motion carried unanimously.
Also in the session was Mitch Fritz and Ashley Maxwell. No action was taken. Regular session
reconvened at 9:00 a.m.

6. Fritz shared the PurpleWave representative was here last week and Fritz gave him a list of
machinery that he would like to sell. These items will be listed on the PurpleWave Auction
site on or around July 29, 2023.

7. Fritz shared with the Commissioners that he has been in contact with KUTC in regard to
traffic counters.

8. Fritz stated the 1* meeting was held for off-system #71 on W Rd between 190 Rd and 200
Rd. Fritz stated the State has concerns with drainage on one side. Penco Engineering feels
the drainage can be addressed without needing to obtain any additional easements for right
of way.

9. Fritz stated he has a couple employees out due to family deaths.

Fritz left the meeting.

Maxwell shared with the Commissioners the future requirements in regard to storage of the election
equipment. Maxwell asked the Commissioners to consider allowing the election equipment to be stored in
the meeting room so the equipment may be locked up and entrances can be logged.

Curtis Bienhoff joined the meeting.
Chris Bailey joined the meeting.
Brian Dettmer joined the meeting.

Bienhoff and Dettmer shared their opinions of the road vacation with the Commissioners. According to
the map that was sent, it appears the vacation will not allow access to their properties on a maintained
roadway. Both Dettmer and Bienhoff expressed they would like to see the roadway remain open with
permanent barricades indicating the bridge is closed. They also suggested adding bridge closed signage at
the intersections.

Bienhoff and Dettmer left the meeting.

Bailey discussed the following:

1. Ifland shared with the Commissioners that last week there was an accident and there was an
issue with the page. Ifland stated contact was made with the dispatcher at the time and the
dispatcher stated he made a mistake. Also during the incident, the fire chief was placed on
hold by the secretary of the sheriff’s department and communication failed between the
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