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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
November 1, 2021	 

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on November 1, 2021, in the County Commissioner’s room.  Present were Commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Kurt Ifland.  Also present were Ashley Maxwell, Clerk and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

Commissioner Allen opened the meeting with prayer.

Commissioners approved the agenda for the November 1, 2021, meeting.

Commissioners revised, approved, and signed the October 25, 2021, minutes.

Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:
1. Pickel asked about the tube on U Rd between Hwy 36 and 170 Rd.  Fritz stated they are working at this location today.
2. Ifland stated he filled the hole on L Rd, North of Hwy 9.  Fritz stated the road department also brought some additional rock to this area.
3. Pickel asked about repairing the tube on 190 Rd and K Rd.  Fritz stated they haven’t made it to this location yet.
4. Allen discussed the tube on AA Rd between 280 Rd and 290 Rd.  This tube is plugged and needs to be cleaned out.  Allen also stated there is an additional tube North of the that area that won’t drain at all.  The tube is way too high.
5. Pickel asked about the mining permit for the new rock pit.  Fritz stated he has submitted that to the state.  Fritz also stated he will be having a meeting with Rolling Hills Electric about moving a power line for access.
6. Fritz stated they are currently rocking on 190 Rd between O Rd to L Rd.
7. Fritz asked about utilizing the snow blowers that EMS is wanting to sell at the courthouse.  The Commissioners approved transferring the snow blowers from EMS to the road department for use at the courthouse.
8. Fritz visited with the Commissioners about the sod mulcher.  The 30-day trial is about to end and Smith County has the opportunity to purchase it for $34,137.00.  The Commissioners discussed the machinery that the road department could sell to help offset the cost.  The Commissioners also discussed the possibility of purchasing additional sod mulchers in the future.  
A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Allen to purchase the sod mulcher from Capital I Industries for $34,137.00.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chris Bailey joined the meeting and delivered the sealed bid for the 2014 Ford Explorer.
Patrick Eastes joined the meeting.  
Bailey left the meeting.

The Commissioners informed Eastes that they would like to transfer the snow blowers to the road department for use at the courthouse.  The Commissioners negotiated a price of $1,000.00 for the 2 snow blowers.
A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Pickel to purchase the snow blowers from Smith County EMS for $1,000.00 from the General Fund.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session at 9:21 a.m. for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.  Also in the session was Mitch Fritz and Ashley Maxwell.  Regular session reconvened at 9:26 a.m.
Fritz left the meeting.

Eastes discussed the following:
1. Eastes shared the monthly statistics.  EMS had a total of 49 calls for the month of October.
Tabitha Owen joined the meeting.
Eastes left the meeting.

Owen visited with the Commissioners about ad valorem taxes and delinquent taxes.  According to Kansas Statute, no board of county commissioners, or other officer of the county has the authority to release, discharge, remit or commute any portion of taxes that have been levied or assessed against a person or property.
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Owen left the meeting.

The Commissioners opened the sealed bid for the 2014 Ford Expolorer.  The single bid received was for $500.00 from Kenneth Jones.  
A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Pickel to accept the $500.00 bid from Kenneth Jones for the 2014 Ford Explorer.  Motion carried unanimously.

Stewart joined the meeting.
David Tucker joined the meeting.

Kristy Stewart discussed the following:
1. Stewart reported 4 active COVID cases, no hospitalizations.
2. Stewart reported the hospital and clinic will be doing the pediatric COVID shots.
3. Stewart stated the health department will be doing the Moderna and Johnson and Johnson booster shots.
4. Ifland shared with Stewart the need to update Debbie Hays with COVID numbers on a regular basis.
Stewart left the meeting.

Tucker discussed the following:
1. Tucker informed the Commissioners that he has a recall on his 2009 pickup.  He will be making an appointment to get it fixed.
2. Tucker asked about the Rolling Hills Electricity bill.  Tucker discussed the possibility of pre-paying.  Maxwell informed Tucker that currently vouchers are being processed 3 times a month.  If the voucher is ready, the clerk’s office can pay it earlier in the month.
3. Ifland discussed the Foley Equipment bill.  Ifland shared with Tucker that Casey Fraser visited with their mechanic and the bill had been adjusted prior to being sent.
4. Tucker asked about the holiday schedule.  Tucker stated the county designated holiday is December 24th.  The landfill will be open December 24th until 12:00 p.m. and closed Saturday, December 25th and open December 31st until 12:00 p.m. and closed January 1st, 2022.
Tucker left the meeting.

Margaret Doxey joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Doxey stated she has an employee that will be taking time off the end of November.
2. Doxey shared with the Communications department is back to full staff.
3. Doxey stated she has interest in the part-time position previously discussed.
Kip Thorson joined the meeting.
4.  Doxey discussed the process of rerouting calls in emergency situations.
Doxey left the meeting.

Kip Thorson shared with the Commissioners that he recently purchased the Prairie Winds Motel and he is interested in  purchasing the US Center Motel.  Currently there is approximately $40,000.00 in delinquent taxes and fees accumulated on this property.  Thorson asked the Commissioners to consider abating the interest off the property.  The Commissioners shared with Thorson the paperwork, including the Kansas Statute and Attorney General’s opinion that was provided previously by Tabitha Owen.  The Commissioners stated that according to the information provided, abating the interest was not an option.  Thorson stated he visited with Treasurer, Vernon Reinking and Reinking shared with him that there may be a way to abate the interest.  Maxwell informed the Commissioners that Reinking wasn’t in the office today, so the Commissioners tabled this discussion until a later date.  Thorson asked the Commissioners to contact him after they met with Reinking.

Debbie Trahan with Computer Information Concepts joined the meeting.

Stephanie Arment, Register of Deeds and Mark Hutton with Fidlar joined the meeting.

Arment shared with the Commissioners her feelings and reasons why she would like the Commissioners to allow the Register of Deeds office to utilize a different software vendor.  The previous week, the Commissioners reviewed fees associated with 
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both Fidlar and Computer Information Concepts (CIC).  Commissioner Ifland discussed annual fees and differences between the two vendors.  Fidlar is a software solely for Register of Deeds, where CIC offers software for the Register of Deeds, Appraiser, Clerk and Treasurer.  The Commissioners thanked each of the representatives for attending the meeting and stated they wish to have more time to discuss the options.  This issue was tabled, and a decision will be made at a later date.
Arment, Hutton and Trahan left the meeting.

The Commissioners adjourned to view roads with Fritz.
The following roads were viewed:
U Rd between 160 Rd and 170 Rd
140 Rd between V Rd and Hwy 281

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
     

Attest:				 			 
_______________________________
Roger Allen, Chairman



_______________________________
     					 				Dale E. Pickel, Member


______________________					_______________________________	  
Ashley Maxwell, Clerk						Kurt Ifland, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.
