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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

November 12, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on November 12, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor and Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the November 4, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.
Commissioners approved voucher #28842-28887 from the following accounts:

General Fund



  23409.63


Road




105375.00

Special Machinery


   11556.00


Noxious Weed



      225.90


Health




    2979.03

Appraiser



      493.47



Solid Waste



      557.07


EMS




  12289.15

Special Bridge Fund


    9000.00


TOTAL


         $165,885.25



A motion was made by Roger Allen and seconded by Denise Sasse to convene in executive session from 8:10 a.m. until 8:20 a.m. to discuss non-elected personnel. Motion carried unanimously.  Also in the session was Clerk, Sharon Wolters.  Regular session reconvened at 8:20 a.m.  Commissioner instructed Wolters to pay the two Road Department credit card bill balances to zero and have Ken Beran review the bills at the next audit.
Pennington discussed the following:

1. Sasse asked about maintenance on 210 Road.  Pennington reported that when it’s dry enough to work on dirt, the weather conditions are too dry to work rock.
2. Sasse discussed the bridge at 220 & O Roads.  Pennington thought a temporary tube might be a better solution to correcting this location.

3. Pennington suggested that the Health Department apply for the economic development grant for store fronts on Main Street.  Wolters agreed to provide the information for Hageman,
4. Wolters reviewed a letter from the HAAKE Company.  Pennington reported that the third party liability coverage was back in place.

5. Pennington reported that they have been working on L, B, V & S Roads.  

6. Mitch Fritz asked about transferring vacation time to other employees who have no vacation or sick left.   Allen suggested that removing the 24 hour limit for transferring compensatory time was his preference.  Sasse agreed.  Allen made a motion to remove the comp time limit and Pickel seconded the motion.  Commissioners agreed to talk with Beran about the vacation time.
7. Commissioners agreed to accept bids to do cement work on the road department building.  Pennington agreed to take care of the bid process.  
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Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Commissioners approved two pay increases for landfill employees for completing designated longevity periods of service.
2. Tucker discussed having a trash truck at the landfill to allow people to drop off trash when the landfill cannot take trash due to high wind.  Tucker reported that Phillips County uses this method to allow for the landfill to be open even when there are high winds.
3. Sasse asked about compliance for the fuel storage at the landfill.  Tucker agreed to contact the appropriate office to see about compliance.

Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Meyer asked about replacing a desk top that is no longer in good repair with a wall mount for a computer.   Meyer indicated that the communications department has enough money in the budget for the purchase.  Commissioners approved the purchase.
2. Meyer indicated that he has made arrangements for the carpet to be cleaned in the dispatch area.

3. Meyer discussed chairs presently used in the dispatch.  Meyer wished to dispose of one chair.  Commissioners agreed to accept sealed bids or sell the chair at Stortz Auction.  Bids will be accepted till the 25th of November at 8:00 a.m. in the clerk’s office.
4. Meyer asked about a car port for dispatch employees vehicles because the employees cannot leave to move their vehicles when severe weather comes.   Commissioners did not wish to take action at this time.
5. Meyer asked about having the road department do some maintenance on the parking area in front of the law enforcement building.   Commissioners agreed to check with Pennington about the possibility of doing some maintenance in that area.
Karen Cole, CVB Chairman, joined the meeting and discussed an appointment to the CVB Board.   Commissioners asked questions about the appointment of the ED Director for the City of Smith Center to the board.   Cole explained that Wilson has flexibility to attend more meetings during regular work hours.  Cole reported that the Board voted in the most recent meeting and unanimously recommended that the commissioners appoint Garoleen Wilson to the CVB Board.  Sasse made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to appoint Garoleen Wilson to the Board.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Cole reported that Bob Babin was elected CVB Board Chairman for 2014.  Cole asked about distribution of funds for 2014. Cole reported that the CVB Board agreed to award $1300.00 to Home on the Range after January 1, 2014. Cole asked if the county can pay $1300.00 for the Home on the Range organization for new pamphlets.  Commissioners approved the disbursement.  Wolters agreed to have the Treasurer distribute the funds after January 1, 2014.  Cole also discussed a grant for a web site and a highway billboard.   Cole reported that she will be off the board at the end of this year.   Cole discussed other topics which were discussed by the CVB Board.  Cole also stated that Smith County Banners are available for people to use when they are doing out of town promotions.
Commissioners reviewed and signed added and abated tax statements.

Commissioners contacted Ken Beran and discussed transferring hours in payroll from one employee to another.
Beran wished to do additional research and agreed to report back to Wolters by the end of the day. 

Stephanie Arment, Register of Deeds, joined the meeting and presented commissioners with statistics for Smith County for the Mortgage Registration Fees collected by Smith County in 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Arment indicated that if the Kansas Bankers Association lobby wins their position, then the county will have to make up the money through taxes instead of fees.  
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Arment asked that the commissioners contact our state senators and representatives to express our view on this issue.  Arment also provided newspaper articles concerning the issue.  Arment described the Heritage Trust Fund and how it is funded.  Arment indicated that Smith County has benefited from the trust fund.   Arment indicated that the recording fees for the Register of Deeds would likely be increased to cover these costs if the mortgage registration fees were taken away.  Commissioners agreed to contact the state legislators to express their concerns.
Commissioners discussed health insurance.  Sasse made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to accept the Preferred Health Insurance proposal dated December 1, 2013.  The insurance shall include the following:
1. Freedom Claims as the Third Party Administrator.

2. Agree to set aside the $1.50 in-lieu-of-insurance program that is presently in place and adjust employee salaries as of January 1, 2014 for employees who are not presently receiving the $1.50 per hour wage.  The change will be offset by charging employees coverage for spouse, children or family coverage.

3. A change to a $1000.00 deductible for each employee starting January 1, 2014

4. Set a meeting date of November 26, 2013 for all employees who qualify for health insurance to meet with Freedom Claims for education on the health care coverage.

5. Name Alicia Strother as the agent of record for Smith County.

Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioners agreed to allow Charmin Jacobs and Gary Sears to temporarily clean the courthouse while Thirl Sears is on an extended sick leave.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.









_____________________________






 


Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________  
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

