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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
June 26, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on June 26, 2023, in the County Commissioners’ room.
Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting.

The Commissioners approved voucher #11434-#11484 and wires for the following accounts:

General $ 16,496.53
Road & Bridge $ 36,634.82
Noxious Weed $ 1,162.08
Health $ 1.843:11
Appraiser $ 92.60
EMS Grant $ 1,420.54
Solid Waste $ 234.87
EMS $ 12512027
Special Alcohol $ 3,314.02
Special Bridge $ 19,775.00

Health Care Sales Tax $ 29,427.56

Next Gen. E911 $ 234.02
Employee Benefits $ 74,247.61
Payroll Clearing $ 41,645.86
TOTAL $228,648.89

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the minutes for 6/20/2023 special
meeting and the regular business meeting on 6/20/2023 as amended. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the agenda. Motion carried
unanimously.

Gwennap gave the rest of the board an update from Chad Nillen with RWE. Nillen explained to Gwennap
that everyone that is interested will have an opportunity to be involved. Nillen also shared with Gwennap
that RWE is going to attempt to increase from a 200 mega-watt wind farm to a 300 mega-watt wind farm.
Nillen also explained that they will collect data for 2 years before moving forward. The Commissioners
expressed the need to encourage RWE to meet with the public outside of a commissioner’s meeting.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to appoint Bryce Wiehl, Dana Peterson,
Jim Gwennap and Shawn Conaway as members of the old hospital committee. Motion carried
unanimously.

Stewart discussed the following:
1. Stewart stated she will be attending a conference in Salina.
2. Stewart stated there is a breakdown of record retention time frames and the staff is working on
finding what records are required to keep.
3. Gwennap asked about the progress of updating the building. Stewart stated they are just about
complete with everything.
4. The Commissioners asked about any summer activities that will be happening at the health
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dept. and Stewart stated that her staff is working alongside the hospital to prepare for the
FamilFair that will be taking place on August 5, 2023.

Stewart left the meeting.

Billy Thayer joined the meeting as recreation director and discussed the roads at the fairgrounds. Thayer
expressed the need for more road materials. The Commissioners asked Fritz to work at this location this
week, weather permitting.

The Commissioners visited with Thayer about the beef barn construction. Last week with the rains it caused
some settling around a pole, but that issue has been rectified.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:
A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the tank from Superior Tank
and Fabrication for $21,280.00. Motion carried unanimously.

1. Fritz stated he will be grading this week to assist on the dirt roads.

2. Gwennap asked about what the rock crew does during harvest. Fritz stated they will not be
rocking during that time but will do other projects.

3. Gwennap asked for someone to grade 50 Rd between P Rd and S Rd.

4. Gwennap asked about the tree mulcher. Caterpillar is just starting their diagnoses of the
machine.

5. Pickel asked about the tires that were dumped on 170 Rd between Q Rd and R Rd. Fritz will
contact law enforcement.

6. Ifland asked whether Stan Horning has contacted Fritz in regard to a roller. Fritz stated Horning
will be allowed to borrow the roller. Ifland also discussed rocking the road on L Rd between
Hwy 9 and 260 Rd.

7. Fritz stated the dirt crew that was working on the bridge at 110 Rd between S Rd and T Rd
pulled out and there are a few issues that still need to be addressed. Fritz stated Penco will
oversee the deadlines and the project.

8. Fritz shared with the Commissioners a job application. An interview with this individual will
be scheduled to take place next Monday at 9:00 a.m.

9. A road vacation hearing will be held July 10" at 10:00 a.m. for 140 Rd between A Rd and B
Rd.

Tabitha Owen joined the meeting and asked the Commissioners to contact her when there is availability in
their schedule for approximately 10 minutes.
Owen left the meeting.

Maxwell asked the Commissioners for guidance for department heads preparing their 2024 budgets.

The Commissioners also scheduled interviews for the courthouse janitorial position for next Monday for
the two applicants.

Fritz shared with the Commissioners that he made a county map with the all-weather roads that will be
shared with Communications and law enforcement.
Fritz left the meeting.

Chris Jones joined the meeting.

Joell Wagenblast joined the meeting.
Maxwell left the meeting.
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