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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
August 4, 2025

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on August 4, 2025, in the County
Commissioners’ room. Present were Commissioners Brady Peterson, Kurt Ifland and Jim
Gwennap. Also present was Ashley Maxwell, Clerk, and Travis Story, Assistant Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Gwennap called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded Gwennap to approve the 7/28/2025 regular
minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to approve the 8/04/2025 agenda.
Motion carried unanimously.

The commissioners and Story discussed the following:
1. Ifland discussed 280 Rd between O Rd and P Rd. There is irrigation tail water
standing in the roadway.
2. Ifland also discussed 270 Rd between O Rd and P Rd. Ifland stated this road has
not been worked all summer.
3. Ifland stated there are also some dirt roads in Pleasant Township and Washington
Township that need to be worked.
4. Ifland asked about C Rd. Story stated JR Rice is training another employee in the
area.
5. Ifland stated the landowner on 1% Street completed his driveway, so now the road
department can do the work they need to.
6. Peterson stated he received a complaint about M Rd between 140 Rd and Hwy 36.
Peterson stated 140 Rd between M Rd and N Rd needs bladed.
7. Peterson asked about the asphalt piles in Nebraska. Story stated Mitch was in
contact with Werner.
8. Gwennap asked about whether gravel can be hauled out of Red Cloud. Story stated
they can get gravel out of Naponee, but he isn’t sure about Red Cloud.
. Gwennap discussed S Rd. Gwennap stated the roadway needs worked.
10. Gwennap asked about the Q Rd project. Story stated the blade men are working on
other projects right now.
11. Gwennap stated he received a call about 50 Rd, East of Hwy 281.
12. Gwennap stated the dirt roads need bladed for fall harvest.
13. Gwennap discussed the need for a blade on P Rd, North of the Thornburg church.
14. Story stated the blue water truck is having an issue with the alternator.
15. Story stated the automatic semi is in Salina with a transmission issue. Story stated
it is also having other issues as well.
Gwennap stated he received a call from Chad Nillen with RWE. Nillen stated he is currently the
person working to acquire additional land. Nillen also stated the RWE is waiting on the road use
agreement. Nillen also shared the “footprint” and that is Phillips Co. line on the West, State line
on the North, 120 Rd on the South, and T Rd to the East. Nillen also shared that soon RWE will
be conducting a bat study.
16. Ifland discussed the future purchase of a vehicle/equipment scanner.
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17. Gwennap discussed O Rd, North of 90 Rd.
Story left the meeting.

The commissioners contacted Collier Abstract via telephone with questions regarding closing on
the Old Hospital Site.

Trenton Ringle joined the meeting and discussed the following;
1. Ringle shared with the commissioners that Trenton Frydendall received his provisional
certificate last week.
2. Ringle shared the sheriff’s department served 2 search warrants last week.
Allen Lanus joined the meeting.
3. Ringle discussed the fatality accident that happened last Friday. Lanus stated the length
of highway shutdown time was due to the location of the highway patrol units.
4. Ringle stated the sheriff’s department will be installing fire extinguishers and cages in
the vehicles. The durangos will not have a cage installed as they plan to phase them
out of the fleet.

The commissioners also discussed the transfer of the old hospital site and the agreement for lawn
services on the property with Ringle.

Lanus discussed the following:
1. Lanus discussed a call complaint that Peterson received that he previously contacted
Lanus about.
2. Lanus also shared the monthly call breakdown by category of call.
Ringle left the meeting.
3. Lanus stated they are utilizing the fatality accident for training purposes.
Lanus left the meeting.

Keith Wangerin joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Wangerin stated he contacted Tracy Kingsbury for 4 toilets for the EMS facility. The
commissioners are in favor of purchasing the toilets.
A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to convene in executive session at
10:55 a.m. for 15 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel, employee performance. Motion
carried unanimously. Maxwell left the meeting. Also in the session was Keith Wangerin.
No action was taken. Regular session reconvened at 11:10 a.m.
2. Wangerin shared he visited with David Tharp and Allen Lanus about TabletCommand.
Wangerin shared he will be visiting more with Lanus and they will be researching it
more.

At 11:23 a.m. a motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to adjourn as there
was no further business. Motion carried unanimously.
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es Gwennap, Chalrman

Attest: Kurt Ifland, Me%er

A‘MWW Brady eterson Member
A

shley Maxwell,' County Clerk

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County
Clerk.
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