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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
May 8, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on May 8, 2023, in the County Commissioner’s room.
Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order, and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the corrected minutes from May
1,2023. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the amended agenda. Motion
carried unanimously.

Commissioners approved voucher #11241-#11301 for the following accounts:

General $ 27,458.69
Road & Bridge $ 38,464.74
Noxious Weed $ 381.97
Health $ 3,263.91
Appraiser § 19122
Solid Waste $ 35.00
EMS $ 609.22
Special Alcohol Fund $ 4,300.00
Special Bridge $246,322.13
Convention/Visitor Bureau $ 300.00
Health Care Sales Tax $ 982.36
Next Gen. E911 $ 19,300.00
TOTAL $341,609.24

Commissioners approved payroll #10 for $148,867.04.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Ifland discussed meeting with Dennis Lehmann on 275 Rd. Fritz stated he plans to finish
applying the BaseOne product and then he will meet with Lehmann.

2. Ifland discussed the hole in the concrete bridge on C Rd, South of Hwy 9. Fritz is aware of it
and will get it repaired.

3. Gwennap asked about patching 40 Rd between P Rd and O Rd.

4. Gwennap asked about the tubes on I Rd and J Rd. Fritz stated they have cleaned out a tube on
J Rd. Fritz stated J Rd needs 2 new tubes, but he is hesitant to tear them out without moisture
to reseal the roadway.

5. Ifland stated he did receive a call from Curtis Bienhoff who had questions in regard to closing
a portion of the roads due to bridge closures. Fritz explained the vacate process.

6. Gwennap asked about whether the John Deere tractor had air conditioner problems. Fritz stated
he clipped something and had to come in for repairs. Gwennap suggested Fritz check on the
reasoning for operating it with the door open.

7. Fritz discussed the wages of his department employees. Fritz has hesitation with raising the
lower paid employees and not making adjustments to all employees. The Commissioners
expressed their expectations with a pay increase.

A motion was Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to increase all road and bridge employee’s wages
$.25/ hour with excess of 6 months employment, with the exception of 1 employee currently working
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on finishing his Commercial Driver’s License permit. Motion carried unanimously.
8. The Commissioners asked Fritz to share with the employees the expectations of the
Commissioners such as showing up on time, working through the shift and efficiency.
9. Fritz shared with the Commissioners a bid for a 2023 Superior Tank & Fabrication 4,000-gallon
water tank kit for $18,650.00 from Superior Tank & Fabrication.
10. Fritz shared with the Commissioners photos of the blade that is currently going through the
rebuild process.

Paul Bienhoff joined the meeting and asked about the legal notice in the newspaper in regard to vacating A
Rd between 180 Rd and 170 Rd. Fritz and the Commissioners explained that there is only a portion of the
roadway that is being vacated. When a road is vacated, the area of the vacation goes to the landowners on
each side of the roadway.
Bienhoff left the meeting.

Gwennap shared that he received a call from Chad Nillen with RWE. Nillen requests a special meeting in
June. At that time a discussion will be held to discuss a preliminary road agreement. Gwennap stated we
would like to involve Fritz, Penco Engineering, County Attorney and possibly any additional legal counsel
we deem necessary. Nillen informed Gwennap that they have been given the go ahead to move forward at
a faster pace.

Dave Tucker joined the meeting.

Gwennap shared that a task force will be formed to move forward with the old hospital. The task force will
include 1 county commissioner, a representative from the City of Smith Center, Dana Peterson with Smith
Center Economic Development and a member of the Wellness Center Committee. Previously the question
was asked as to whether an interlocal agreement is required for this scenario and at the advice of the county
attorney, there is not a need for the interlocal agreement due to the county ownership of the building.
Gwennap agreed to represent the county commission.

Fritz left the meeting.

Tucker discussed the following:

1. Tucker shared with the Commissioners the deadline extension of June 1, 2023, in regard to the
Closed Smith County Landfill, he received from Wally Mack, KDHE via email. Gwennap
asked about when Tucker plans to have the deficiencies addressed. Tucker stated he will have
them completed by the June 1, 2023, deadline. Gwennap asked for an update on progress on
May 22,2023.

Chris Bailey joined the meeting.

2. Tucker shared with the Commissioners an email from Rolling Hills Electric in regard to the
delinquent fees that were paid on the 4/13/2023 invoice. Rolling Hills stated the delinquent
fees will be applied as credit towards the next month’s bill.

Tucker left the meeting.

Bailey discussed the following:
1. Bailey shared with the Commissioners that he has gotten a token assigned to Sabrina Goodwin.
Bailey stated the next NCIC training will be held in August in Hays. He plans to send Goodwin
along with the officers who are interested in assisting as dispatchers.
2. The Commissioners asked Bailey of the seriousness of allowing an individual from the public

vl

Initials // b 1V &






