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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
April 4, 2022

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on April 4, 2022, in the County Commissioner’s room. Present
were Commissioners Dale Pickel, Roger Allen and Kurt Ifland. Also present were Ashley Maxwell, Clerk and Mitch
Fritz, Road Supervisor.

Commissioners approved the agenda for the April 4, 2022, meeting.
Commissioners revised, approved, and signed the March 28, 2022, minutes.
Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:
1. Ifland stated he received a call from Gary McDonald and McDonald would like the road department to
clean the mulch out the ditch.
2. Ifland discussed the intersection of J Rd and 140 Rd. Ifland stated the tube is blocked and the roadway is
pushed South.
3. Ifland discussed the trees overhanging roadways in his district. He has started receiving phone calls from
area landowners.
4. Ifland asked about considering moving Paul Frieling to district 12. Fritz stated he wants his new employee
to be comfortable with her blade before he moves anyone.
5. Pickel stated he had an individual ask about utilizing some asphalt millings to mix with the sand on L Rd
between Hwy 36 and 190 Rd.
6. Pickel also asked about patching 140 Rd between V Rd and X Rd. Fritz stated they will patch the area.
7. Allen discussed a blow out on 190 Rd between U Rd and V Rd.
8. Allen discussed 140 Rd between BB Rd and CC Rd. There is a tube that needs to be installed.
Patrick Eastes joined the meeting.
9. Fritz stated they are starting the P Rd project today (4/4/2022).
10. Fritz stated there is a meeting scheduled at 10:00 on Wed., April 6, 2022, to discuss the concrete culverts.

Fritz left the meeting.

Eastes discussed the following:

1. Eastes gave the Commissioners the monthly statistics. EMS had a total of 57 calls.

2. Eastes shared with the Commissioners the write-offs. The write-offs are uncollectable debts due to death,
bankruptcy or other reasons. The total write-off is $23,473.94.

3. [Ifland asked about the E-Dispatch system and asked Eastes if he were the administrator for the entire
county. Eastes stated there isn’t a county-wide E-Dispatch system. Each department that has it has their
own administrator.

Eastes left the meeting.

Bob Wagner joined the meeting and discussed 50 Rd between Hwy 8 and J Rd. Wagner stated the banks needs to be
knocked down to allow him to get through with his machinery, mainly his 35 ft. combine header.

The Commissioners discussed a burn ban and proper procedures for burning. The procedures are working for most of
the fire departments, but the Commissioners feel like communications need to improve.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Stewart reported 0 active COVID cases and 0 hospitalizations.
2. Stewart discussed the sanitarian position. Stewart stated she talked to the Northwest district director, and
he stated the counties are better off staying together.
3. Stewart stated FDA has approved a 4" COVID booster shot.

Stewart left the meeting.
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Commissioners reviewed the mail.

Commissioners approved and signed 1 tax abatement.
Commissioners approved 1 drug/alcohol council voucher.
Commissioners reviewed 3 journal entries.

Dana Peterson, Smith Center Economic Development Director joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Peterson thanked the Commissioners for continuing the Rural Opportunity Zone program in Smith
County.
2. Peterson also shared with the Commissioners the items Economic Development will be addressing.
3. Peterson discussed the housing issue in Smith County. The Economic Development is looking at getting
the program in order before moving forward.
Mike Isom joined the meeting.

Peterson left the meeting.

Isom visited with the Commissioners about the possibility of receiving a $30,000.00 grant from KDADS for Drug and
Alcohol Council. The Commissioners approved Smith County as the fiscal agent for the grant monies.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.



