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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
February 7, 2022

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on February 7, 2022, in the County Commissioner’s room. Present
were Commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel, and Kurt Ifland. Also present were Ashley Maxwell, Clerk and Mitch

Fritz, Road Supervisor.

Commissioners approved the agenda for the February 7, 2022, meeting.
Commissioners revised, approved, and signed the January 31, 2022, minutes.
Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Maxwell discussed the COVID policy and the issues that have come up in the last week with testing and the delay of
results.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Ifland to discontinue the COVID pay effective February 7, 2022.
Employees will be required to utilize their sick pay or vacation pay if they are told to quarantine. Motion
carried unanimously.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Ifland asked Fritz about sending Shawn Craig to the Household Hazardous Waste course. Fritz stated he feels
that all employees at the landfill should be certified. The Commissioners agreed with Fritz and stated they
didn’t want to interfere with Shawn’s regular job duties at the road department. The Commissioners expressed
the need to have individuals cross trained at all job duties in each department.

2. Ifland discussed J Rd between 270 Rd and 280 Rd, which is where the hill was ground down at one time. Now
it has stair steps in it that need to be fixed.

3. Allen asked about whether the road department will be rocking EE Rd between 220 Rd and 230 Rd. Fritz
stated they will patch that location.

4. Fritz reported his 2 employees that took their CDLs last week passed their written tests. Fritz stated their
permits are good for 60 days. Fritz stated in late March or early April he would like to send these 2 employees
to NCK Tech in Beloit for training for the drive test. Fritz has discussed the employment contract that will be
required to attend the program with these individuals as well.

Patrick Eastes joined the meeting.

5. Fritz stated he has ordered the Base One product for P Rd between 150 Rd and 140 Rd. Fritz stated when they
apply this product they will narrow and reshape the roadway.

6. Allen asked about where the asphalt millings will be stored. Fritz stated the millings will be hauled by
Venture to their pits and the road department will have to haul out of Venture’s pit.

7. Fritz shared with the Commissioners the rubber-tired rollers that the County currently owns are pull behinds
and you can’t reverse with them. Fritz shared with the Commissioners the drivable rollers and that there are 2
sizes of rollers. Rental fees for the small roller is $4,463/month and the rental fee for the larger roller is
$9,056.00/month. Fritz has also obtained a quote from Caterpiller to purchase one or the other. The purchase
price for the smaller roller blade attachment is $21,192.00 and the larger one is $28,254.00. The delivery time
is 16-20 weeks. The Commissioners asked Fritz to contact counties around us and see if any of them would
have one we could possibly borrow.

8. Fritz stated Gary Baetz’s blade is back in operation. It required a transmission sensor.

Fritz left the meeting.

Eastes discussed the following:
1. Eastes presented the Commissioners with the monthly statistics for January. There was a total of 37 calls.

Eastes left the meeting.

Maxwell shared with the Commissioners the request from Debbie Hays. Hays would like to purchase and gistri:ute
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NOAA Weather Alert Radios starting next month at the Gaylord Fire Department pancake feed.
A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Pickel to approve the purchase of 100 NOAA Weather Alert
Radios for $2490.00 from Midland for distribution throughout the county. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Pickel and seconded by Allen to approve the annual 2022 NG-911 Maintenance contract
with Kimble Mapping, Inc. for $2,500.00.

Commissioners approved 1 added tax statement.

Commissioners signed the annual budget distribution letter for Developmental Services of Northwest Kansas, Inc. The
2022 distribution is $28,495.00.

Commission Chairman Pickel signed the Engagement Letter with Adams, Brown, Beran and Ball Chtd for the audit
and budget prep.

Commission Chairman Pickel signed the Request for Project Exemption Certificate for the P Rd project.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. There are currently 12 active COVID cases with 0 hospitalizations.
2. Stewart stated she visited with the clinic and there is a lot of influenza cases at this time.

Criag Poore and Gary Nonamaker with Osborne Rural Water District Jjoined the meeting and visited with the
Commissioners about the possibility of utilizing American Rescue Plan Act Funds to replace some deteriorating water
lines. Poore stated there have been several leaks in approximately 5 miles of line. Poore shared with the
Commissioners that there are currently 44 meters in Smith County. Poore brought 3 different bids for the
Commissioners to review. The 1% bid is $27,684.00 from Kingsbury Plumbing Service for 1 mile of line utilizing 3”
pipe. The 2" bid is $23,882.40 from Kingsbury Plumbing Service for 1 mile of line utilizing 2 %4” pipe. The 3" bid is
$25,458.00 from Hartzler’s Store for 1 mile utilizing 2 4™ pipe. Ifland stated he felt this type of project would qualify
under the ARPA funds water and sewer infrastructure. Poore stated he had also been in the Osborne County
Commission meeting this morning to discuss some issues in Osborne County.

Nonamaker and Poore left the meeting.

The Commissioners discussed the ARPA funding further. Ifland contacted Osborne County Commissioner, Craig
Pottberg to ask if Osborne County Commissioners plan to assist Osborne Rural Water with their ARPA funds.
Pottberg shared with the Commissioners that there hasn’t been a decision made.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Dale E. Pickel, Chairman
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Kurt Ifland, Memb/r/

Ashley Max?vell, Clerk Roger Ailen, Member
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